
 

Meet the trustees – June 2022 

Rev S Cook, Cllr B Tolley and Cllr J Yelland 

Okehampton United Charity has three ex officio 
trustees, these trustees are appointed as trustees 
because of the role they hold within Okehampton 
and the Hamlets. The current Mayor of 
Okehampton, the Immediate Past Mayor and the 
Team Rector are all ex officio trustees within the 
charity.  
 
Bob Tolley is Mayor of Okehampton - “As Mayor, one of 
the various ex-officio roles you take on is that of a 
member of the Okehampton United Charities board of 
Trustees. As Okehampton’s Mayor I have been a trustee 
for one year, and I am honored, this month, to have been 
elected Mayor again for another term. I therefore look 
forward to fulfilling my OUC Trustee role for at least a 
further 2 years (Mayor & Ex-Mayor).  

 
Having taken time to understand the role and the complexities and workings of the charity, I can think 
of no other town, similar in size, that has such a historic and benevolent charity, assets of which, 
realise over quarter of a million pounds in interest a year, and, that has to be used exclusively for the 
benefit of a mere 7000 residents. We are fortunate to have had such generous and far-sighted 
benefactors then, and a first-class team of professionals in Karen and Chris, to manage it now.  
I am currently part of the Grants Committee and have been amazed by the sorts of applications 
coming through the charity. It is a documentary testament to the diverse, caring and compassionate 
nature of the community we have in Okehampton and Okehampton Hamlets. I look forward to 
supporting as many grant applications as possible during my remaining tenure.” 
 
Julie Yelland is the immediate past Mayor - “It is a real honor and a privilege to be a Trustee of 
Okehampton United Charities.  Trustees are drawn from various places and the governing document 
stipulates that the current and previous Mayor of Okehampton are ex-officio members of the 
Board.  So I am very excited to be starting my 4th year as a Trustee and, while there is always lots to 
do, it is a very rewarding and fulfilling role.  OUC has the wonderful job of awarding grants to 
organizations that directly benefit the residents of Okehampton Town and the Hamlets and this, in 
turn, enables many superb services to be offered by the amazing voluntary groups within the area.  I 
shall look forward to reading the applications that will come forward over the next few months and 
am delighted to be able to play a small part in seeing these projects come to life in a way that will 
have a positive impact on everyone who is part of our lovely community.” 
 
Stephen Cook is the Team Rector - and the second longest-serving trustee, having been Vicar of 
Okehampton since 2002. "No one told me this was part of the job when I applied," he says, "but I am 
very glad it is: it is so nice to sit around a table giving away money to good causes."  Stephen is a 
"Team Rector", which means he has overall charge of thirteen parishes, with special responsibility for 
three. "Okehampton has grown a huge amount in the twenty years I have been here; it seems like 
every time I drive out on the Crediton Road there are diggers in another new field.  It's good to know 
that some of those new houses a few years ago enriched the charity, so that now it is able to put 
money back into the community year after year."  Stephen was one of the founder members of Men 
in Sheds, which has its home on charity land in Fatherford Lane, and he also helped start the Good 
Grief Cafe, which benefitted from United Charity funds. He is married with two grown up sons and 
can often be seen walking his two dogs through Ball Hill and back via Tramlines Wood. 
 


